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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRF <i MOM-m^ cd™„ 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION " ^TH(S) FROM 

■ 333 1136 < a '- " » ~* -V a -Ply be t,me,y fi,ed 

I -'Ke^d^e^^^^ 

- Failure to reply wi t P h| y n the'set or JS5S$£££ ^^Z^L^^^ t ^ "^SESSSEJ?" ma " in9 date 0f ,hiS ^munication. 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months afterth* 2 „' H=t» appl,catl0n to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 7M(M 9 communication, even if timely filed, may reduce Iny 

Status 

1 M Responsive to communication(s) filed on 31 January 2003 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2 b)S This action is non-final 

4) S Claim(s) 1^12 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1,3-5.9 and 11 is/are rejected. 

7) B Claim(s) 2,6-8.10 and 1? is/are objected to. 

8) Q Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)H The drawing(s) filed on 01Maroh2002 is/are: a M accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Apphcant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 
1 1 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a )D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f) 

a)DAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National StaaP 
* <= a PP"cat.on from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 96 

See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received 

14) Q Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application) 
^n a l r Th , e 5 anslation of the forei gn language provisional application has been received 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1. Applicant's election without traverse of Group II, claims 1-12, in Paper No. 3 are 
acknowledged. 

2. Claims 13-20 have been canceled (paper No. 3). 

Oath/Declaration 

3. The declaration filed 03/01/02 is acceptable. 

Claim Objections 

4. Claim 9 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
The recitations "CE" in claim 9, should be changed to -CS-. 

In claim 1, line 15, the recitation "units" should be changed to -unit--. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

, ( , b i^r in Ven | ti0n T S PatG ? ted ° r described in a Panted publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale ,n this country, more than one year prior to the date of application fo'paten! K 552 

innth 6 in n e !] ti0 r^ described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b) by 
SSlS m the , Un ' ted States bef °re the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 

^ ? P Cat '° n f ° r u Patent by an0ther filed in the United States before the nvenfion by the 
351 ai ^SZ&ZSg^ ^ internati ?" al a >P licati °n *< ad ^ the treaty defined in section 
onlv 5 Slnimft ? ° t r P T 0S6S ° f this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
o^uch*^ the United States and was Wished under Article 21(2) 
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6. Claims 1, 3-5, 9 and 11 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated 
by Kang (6,242,285, applicant admitted prior art). 

The figures and reference numbers referred to in this office action are used 
merely to indicate an example of a specific teaching and are not to be taken as limiting. 

Regarding claims 1,3-5, 9 and 11, Kang (see specifically figures 3, 4A- 
4B-4D-4E) discloses a method for forming a stacked package of an upper 
semiconductor unit IC-B and a lower semiconductor unit IC-A having identical 
lead layouts, the method comprising: (a) flattening leads of the upper 
semiconductor package unit IC-B (Col. 4, lines 10+ and lines 40+); (b) shortening 
a length of a chip-select lead (CS) of the upper package unit IC-B such that this 
chip-select lead does not contact a lead of the lower package unit when the 
upper package unit is stacked atop the lower package unit in the same 
orientation (see figure 4A, Col. 3, lines 60+, Col. 6, lines 42+, lines 66+, Col. 7, 
lines 1+); (c) stacking the upper package unit IC-B on the lower package unit IC- 
A in the same orientation (Col. 6, lines 20+); (d) forming a direct electrical 
connection between the chip-select lead (CS) and a not-connected lead (NC) as 
shown in figure 4D (Col. 7, lines 22+); and (e) forming direct electrical 
connections between leads of the upper package unit and corresponding leads of 
the lower package unit by soldering, excluding the chip-select lead CS (Col. 6, 
lines 3+ and lines 21+). 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 2, 6-8, 1 0 and 1 2 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 



matter: 



The prior art taken either singly or in combination fails to anticipate or fairly 
suggest: 

a) a method step of forming the direct electrical connection by soldering 
the two leads of the upper semiconductor package unit, as recited in 
claims 2 and 6, 

b) a method step of forming a direct electrical connection between a clock- 
enable lead and not-connected lead of the upper semiconductor package 
unit, as recited in claims 7 and 8, 

c) a method step of shortening a length of a clock-enable lead of the upper 
semiconductor package unit, as recited in claim 10, and 

d) a method step of forming direct electrical connections between leads of 
the upper package unit and corresponding leads of the lower package unit 
excluding selecting the clock-enable lead, as recited in claim 12, 
especially when these limitations are considered within the specific 
combination claimed. 
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9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Luan Thai whose telephone number is (703) 308-121 1 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 AM - 4:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David L. Talbott can be reached on (703) 305-9883. The fax phone 
numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 
308-7722 for regular communications and (703) 308-7724 for After Final 
communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 



Luan Thai 
March 24, 2003 



